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SUBJ If.CT: Data Center Response - Planning and Policy Discussion 

DA'fli> 10-29-25 

Issue for Proposed Consideration 

After notitying the City Manager of this Council Consideration Request, and with the City 
Attorney's Ofiice, I respectfolly request your support for the inclusion of the following item on 
the agenda of the earliest available meeting of the Governance Committee. 

Data Center Response - Planning and Policy Discussion. 

Brief Background 

District 6 and the far West Side of San Antonio have become a hub for data centers. While these 
investments bring economic opportunity and arc a core part of our everyday digital lives, they 
also bring significant challenges for the electric grid, our natural resources, and our residents' 
quality of life. 

In a policy brief from the Houston Advanced Research Center and the University of Houston 
Energy, the average mid-sized data center uses 300,000 gallons of water a day, roughly the use 
of a thousand homes. Data centers in Texas will consume 46 billion gallons of water in 2025. By 
2030, the number could rise to 399 billion gallons, or about 7% of the total water use in Texas. 
When quantifying the impacts of data centers, large loads· like these could increase electricity 
demand by up to 360% by 2035, potentially leading to an electricity shortage. 1 

It has become clear that the growth of data centers has outpaced policy discussion and 
development in San Antonio. Beyond that, there are a number of questions that the people of San 
Antonio deserve answers to: 

• How resource-intensive are the data centers in San Antonio? 
• How will the growth of data centers in San Antonio impact our natural resources? 
• What policy tools does San Antonio have to address the growth of data centers? 

Without proactive planning, unchecked data center expansions could put a sh·ain on San 
Antonio's resources. 

1 Micalah Spenrath, Powering Texas' Digital Economy: Data Centers and the Future of the Grid ( Houston, 
TX: Houston Advanced Research Center, n.d.), accessed October 15, 2025, 
h tt ps ://ha rcresearch. org/ research/powerlng-texas-digital-economy-d ata-cen ters-an d-the-f utu re-of-the-
g_ij_Q_[. 



• of FICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Rcq11cs! 

l)ircclio1w to City stnff: 

• Present to City Council 011 ovcrvlow of; 
a Tho scope oflhe Clly':, aulhorlty lo rngulnte duln centorn through locul ordinnnccs, 

rermilling, nr zoning, e11pooi111ly how it portulus tu w.itt,r, powur m1i,, ~mu 
impervious cover. 

o Rolcv1111t 81111.o lnwii nncl i;1ito rngulutions pertuluing to duln contors, with ox.nmples 
uf'huw othur Bl11Lmumd cilioii nre rusponcling. 

o The wirtcw co11s11111ptfo111111cl plnnning require111c111s 11ssooi111od with ·dutu center 
opomtiomi horn in Sun Antonio. 

• Explore potontinl 111r1t11uln1e11t,c; to tho Unified Dovulopmonl Codo lhut fotroduco 11 :ipocinl 
ttijO oulhorb.ntiun for 1,~gnlullng lho \ocntlou 1mcl <lcvolopmonl of <lntu contors, 11long with 
slmtegios to mltlgotc impnot~ 1moh M noiao pollution und wntot• l\nd onorgy uso: 

• Biq,Jorn p1ulnoruh.lpH with loonl rosonrch instihitiona, dnto contor ontltlcs, municlpn.l 
utilitios, nnd stnto onlltics to bolter umle.rstnnd nnd trnok dtttl\ ccntor roso\lrco noeds fol' 
growth. 

Submitted for Council ·oousldernllon by: 

Counoilmember Rio On.lvn.n, Counull Db1fl'lot 6 
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